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FROM THE PA

Where there is no vision, the people perish. —Proverbs 29:18

I’'m a great fan of Yogi Berra. His “Yogiisms”, short, memorable quotes that seem at
first to make no sense, often reveal great wisdom upon further reflection. One of my favor-
ite Yogiisms has to do with the question of vision: “If you don’t know where you’re going,
you might not get there.”

When it comes to organizational excellence, a clear and compelling vision is just as
important as a clearly stated mission. A mission statement lays out what the organization
exists for; the vision is a statement of what the organization intends to be or become. The
vision is the “where we’re going” part of the equation; the mission is the “how we’re going
to get there and what we’re going to do along the way” part. Organizations that have a
clear vision tend to march forward in pursuit of that vision; organizations without a sense of
vision tend to drift along from one thing to the next, floundering and eventually failing. As
Proverb’s puts it, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”

In the church, discerning vision is a spiritual exercise, because what really matters is
not the pastor’s vision, or the council’s vision, or even the members’ vision, but God’s vi-
sion for the future of the church. Throughout Scripture, God continually gave visions to his
people: a vision of descendants as numerous as the stars to Abraham, a vision of a ladder
spanning the gap between humanity and God to Jacob, a vision of a land flowing with milk
and honey to the Israelites in the wilderness, a vision of a renewed Jerusalem to the exiles
in Babylon, a vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of God to Stephen, a vision of a
new heaven and a new earth to John of Revelation. Each of these visions had a number of
things in common: an orientation toward the future, and a scope so large that they couldn’t
be fulfilled without divine aid.

As we think about the future of Good Shepherd, it is absolutely essential that we seek
to discern God’s vision for that future. What do we want Good Shepherd to look like in
20207 Even more importantly, what does God want Good Shepherd to look like in 20207
What is God'’s “2020 vision” for our congregation? And how do we discover that?

Because what we're seeking is God’s vision, we have to wait for that vision to be re-
vealed in God’s time; nothing we can do will force it to come sooner. Scripture, however,
points us to things we can do that help to make us more receptive to God’s vision. As de-
picted in the book of Acts, the early church discerned God'’s vision through the practice of
certain core disciplines of faith: prayer, study of the Word, attention to the apostles’ teach-
ing, fellowship and conversation with one another, and engagement with the community
around them. Just as these core practices helped the first Christians to be receptive to
God’s unfolding vision for them, they can help us to be receptive to God’s unfolding vision
for Good Shepherd.
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| invite you to join the council and leadership of Good Shepherd in practicing these things
and in prayerfully seeking God’s vision for our congregation. One step in that discernment
process, a “2020 Vision” event, is coming up soon. This event will be an opportunity for
prayer and study, fellowship and conversation about what we sense God is calling us to be
ten years from now. Look for details on this event in the weeks ahead. In the meantime, |
hope you will join in prayer, study and reflection on this question of God’s vision for our fu-
ture, because as Yogi said, “If you don’t know where you’re going, you might not get there.”

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Bob

Holy Week Worship at Good Shepherd

Maundy Thursday, April 1 st
Pot-luck dinner in Swears Fellowship Hall ~ 6:30 p.m.
Worship with Footwashing, Holy Communion
and Stripping of the Altar ~ 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 2 nd
The Way of the Cross ~ church building open
from 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
for individual medi tation on C

The Way of the Cross Worship ~ noon
Worship with The Passion According to St. John ~ 7:30 p.m.

The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, April 3
Lighting the New Fire
Godds Salvation Story throug
Remembrance of BaptismandHoly Communion
~7:30 p.m.

The Resurrection of our Lord, Sunday, April 4 t
Festival Worship with Holy Communion
~8:00 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Easter Breakfast ~ 9:15 a.m- 10:00 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt ~ 10:00 a.m.

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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Youth News

Dinner and Youth Group April 11" 5:00 — 7:00 pm

Come to youth group and enjoy a delicious home-cooked meal, fellowship and games!

Friday Night Thing April 16" 6:30 — 8:30 pm

High school youth will have an opportunity to enjoy each other’s company out on the town.

LVC Bowl -a-thon April 18" 2:00 — 4:00 pm

See details below.

Youth Group April 25" 4:30 — 6:00 pm

Come to youth group for fellowship, spiritual growth and fun!

Movie Night April 30" 7:00 pm
Youth are welcome to come and watch a movie (and eat good snacks that go along with a movie).
Progressive Dinner May 23"

Mark your calendars for a multi-church progressive dinner. Good Shepherd is teaming up with Grace Lu-
theran and Zion to host a three course meal that will start with appetizers and games at Good Shepherd.
Travel to Grace for the main course and end with dessert and a party at Zion! We will be looking for youth to
help plan our portion of the event.

Lutheran Volunteer Corps Bowl -a-thon

O
When: Sunday, April 18, registration at 1:30 pm, bowling from 2:00 — 4:00 pm &? %%%

Where: Pleasant Hill Lanes (Stanton/Newport)

[

What: A Bowl-a-thon to support the Lutheran Volunteer Corps!

Start now with plans to form teams of five. Teams can be youth and adults in any combination. In-
dividuals can also register. Registration for each team is $45 (or $10 for an individual), and each
team member is asked to raise at least $25 in pledges. Ask family, friends, and others to support
this once a year fund raising event! Last year Good Shepherd had the most teams attend the
bowl-a-t hon. This year, l etds try to raise the
church bulletin board.

Mo S |
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SAVE THE DATE!

Youth Fundraiser

Shop Wednesday May 26 ™ at Old Country Gardens

Do you need some color in your life? The Wednesday before Memorial Day weekend is a
great time to stock up on plants, flowers and accessories for your garden and garden par-
ties. On Wednesday May 26 ™ when you shop at Old Country Gardens, you can help raise
funds for youth ministry at Good Shepherd.

At the register, simply tell the clerk that you are shopping to support \\“
the Good Shepherd youth and you will receive a 10% discount on your o w:
purchases and a coupon for 20% off your next visit to Old Country

Gardens. In addition, the youth will receive a contribution from Old

Country Gardens equal to 10% of your purchases.

The money raised helps pay for youth programs and retreats, including the annual Work
camp.

Thank you for supporting Youth Ministry at Good Shepherd!

COMING SOON!!
A Cosmic Adventure Praising God!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 20-24, 2010

Come join us on the starship Galactic Praise as we learn more about our WONDERFUL, IN-
CREDIBLE, AMAZING, MAGNIFICENT, AWESOME GOD!

VBS is a fun time for kids, youth and adults alike. We are still looking for adults and youth to
help with crafts, science, games, storytelling, drama, singing, snacks, dinner, decorating, set-
up, publicity, registration and photography. Sign up for just one day or all five. We can use

your help!

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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“ EMERGENCY FOOD, HOUSING AND MORE

Demand Is Up, Funding Follows

Housing help at LCS went up by 40% last year and we helped over 1,000 more food clients than the year before. Facing
the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression, many low income people are turning to LCS and its sister
agencies for assistance. Luckily both new and traditional funding sources are helping us meet the need. In March,
LCMS World Relief and Human Care came through with a $7,500 grant, which will help hundreds of people in need.
And for the first time in its 50-plus year history, LCS received TANF funding — Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
— $75,000 to help stabilize families with children. Program managers at LCS were thrilled to receive this new source of
funds. New sources mean new criteria and reporting mechanisms for our staff, which can be challenging, but the sup-
port is crucially important.

FAMILY PROMISE

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County is up and running. The first family is currently being hosted by Grace
Lutheran in Hockessin. This single mother of 3 girls, ages 1, 5 and 10, is expecting a baby boy in two months. We will
be hosting in two months and this family may well still be in the network. Things could get real exciting! We could have
a run to the maternity department or a need for a basinet for a newborn. Whatever happens, we will be doing God’s
work in providing shelter, food and support to this young family. A second family, a single mother with 2 children, is ex-
pected to enter the network this week.

The much needed supplies are pouring in as you respond so generously to this new ministry. Bob Moyer has built won-
derful new shelves in the closet near the kitchen where we will be storing all of the Family Promise linens, pantry items
and equipment. We still need some overnight hosts and drivers. Due to insurance concerns, the drivers must be be-
tween ages 30 and 75. Please continue to check the bulletin board and sign up in any task area that interests you. The
more folks we have the more we can spread the work around so no one feels over whelmed. Once we get the first
week in May done, we will get feedback from everyone and figure out what worked and what didn’t. By the time we do
this in December, we’ll be pros!

There has been an account set up for Family Promise. Following each week of hosting, if you would like to be reim-
bursed, you can fill out a F.P. form, attach your receipts and put them in the F.P. mailbox in the church office. We do
not want this ministry to be a financial burden for anyone.

The Network has requested that each congregation provide coverage at the Day Center on the last weekend of each
hosting week. If anyone would be able to spend 4 hours at the Day Center please let us know. Eventually, as the Net-
work gets more established and more funding becomes available, there will be staff for weekends and holidays as well
as Network drivers.

Remember all volunteers must go through the three hour training. Please try to attend the one scheduled on Monday,
April 12th at 6:30 in Swears Fellowship Hall. This will be a joint training with Aldersgate Methodist Church. Subs,
drinks and a light dessert will be provided.

This is an exciting and much needed new ministry for us and for our area. Thank you for your continued support and
prayers as we go forward.

Good Shepherd will be hosting the following weeks in 2010

May 9-16 [includes Mother’s Day] ; August 1 -8; October 24 -31 [includes Halloween weekend but not actual
trick or treat night]; December 19 -26 [includes Christmas]
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Council met following the mid-week Lenten service. Jolene Perry was welcomed to
council. Malcolm Styer gave the financial update. We were informed that Betty Tre-
lenberg resigned as the financial secretary after many years of faithful service.
Council accepted her resignation with thanks for all her years of service. Ann Bogda
has been training to replace her and Council approved her as the new financial sec-
retary.

We received a thank you from the ELCA for our Haiti disaster relief. We also re-
ceived a letter from the Lutheran Campus Ministries highlighting they had had an
excellent review. However they do have budget issues and asked each Lutheran
church for help. This request was being turned over to the Social Ministry Commit-
tee for consideration.

Several committee and group reports were received or discussed. The youth had an
exciting retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge and want to do it again. Also, the Olympics Dinner
was a huge success with more than 60 people attending and more than 20 youth
members participating. The money raised goes to supporting their summer work
camp...yes, they work hard during the year so they can go to work camp to work
even harder during the summer. HATS OFF to our youth and our youth leaders for a
job well done. It was a busy February for them.

There was a discussion concerning our annual church roster review that is required
by our constitution and the Synod. John Crum briefly described a proposed annual
procedure that he will finalize for our next meeting. More information should follow in
the Voice and Sunday bulletins. There was also a discussion about the new
Thrivent matching funds procedure that has changed in 2010. Council asked John
Schneeweis to submit the necessary paperwork required to be eligible to receive
funds.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Please feel free to contact any Council member with any questions or concerns.
Thank you.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of Council,
Rick Bogda

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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MUSIC

Hymn Festival

On Sunday, May 9, the choirs, instrumentalists and handbells of Good Shepherd and St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church will combine forces to present a hymn festival during morning worship. We will all begin at St. Mark’s
Church for their 8:30 service. St. Mark’s musicians will then come here to join us for our 11:00 service. This
promises to be a dynamic, joyous and musically rich worship opportunity celebrating our unity in the risen
Lord.

New Piano

Be sure to stop by the music room to see our new Kawai piano. We are most appreciative that Church Coun-
cil made money available from memorial funds to replace our old Baldwin Acrosonic. That piano dates back
to the 1940’s and was never intended for constant work in a music room setting, but rather for apartment liv-
ing. This wonderful new instrument should, with proper care, serve us well for literally generations to come.

David Bowlsbey
Director of Music

Notes to the Congregation

From the Council President, John Crum

It has long been my practice to spend the few minutes before the church service begins quietly reading through the “Additional
Prayers” found in the front of the hymnal, pages 72-87. | have my favorites, but, | have also realized on many occasions that | have
been drawn to some of the prayers. It is as if the need finds the answer.

When the final vote selected me to be the new president of the council | was deeply humbled. My first thought was - now | am on the
list. The list that sprang into my mind was a list in the Fifty Year History of Good Shepherd; the list of all the previous council presi-
dents. When | got home | opened an old hymnal to read two of the “Additional Prayers.” We owe so much to those who have gone
before us serving Good Shepherd in so many different capacities, and to all those who continue to do so, often quietly, with appar-
ently little recognition. May these two prayers serve as an expression of our thanks, now, and always.

Founders and Previous Leaders of Good Shepherd i_page 75

We thank you, Lord God, for brave and believing people who planted your message in this place. We praise you for the gift of your
Holy Spirit, who worked in them to gather and give order to this community, and who still sustains it. Remembering all those who
have gone before us, we pray that we may follow as they followed, in the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen

The Elders of the Community 1 page 83

Blessed are you O Lord our God, maker of heaven and earth. From everlasting you are God, our dwelling place in all generations.
You are the source of holy wisdom, and the fountain of all truth. We give thanks to you for the elders among us. We are graced by
their wisdom and seasoning. We are touched by their knowledge and faith. Bless them, O God, as they are a blessing to us. Pour
out your Spirit, that our elders may continue to dream dreams and testify to the Light of their salvation, Jesus Christ. May we find
inspiration in their years of faithfulness. May we follow their example by serving you with steadfastness and singleness of heart;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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HEALTH MINISTRY

Fear of What 6 s Next

If only we could order |ife the way we order gour met <coff
future?

AGi ve me -aAotatlup ektadventure, cut the dangers, with two
AA decaf brew of | ongevity, please, with a sprinkle of f¢
Al ol | have a pleasure mocha with extra stirrings of indul
Al ol | go wi tlhatat e,r amidteh ha pdol | op of | ove, sprinkled with
Takemetothatc of f ee shop. Too bad it doesndt exi st. Truth is
one we requested. Ever feel as though the barista-from-above called your name and handed you a cup of unwanted stress?

fJoe Jones, enjoy your early retirement. Looks as if it
iMary Adams, you wanted four years of university educati
your pregnancy. 0

AA hot cup of job transfer six months before your daught ¢

Life comes caffeinated with surprises. Modifications. Transitions. Alterations. You move down the ladder, out of the
house, over for the new guy, up through the system. All this moving. Some changes welcome, others not. And when you
think the world has settled down, watch out. One seventy-seven-year-o | d recently told a friend o

i fe. I am enjoying my |ife now, and | am |l ooking forwarl
region, taking the lives of his son, daughter-in-law, grandson, and daughter-inl awé s mot her . We just do
On our | i st of fear s, the fear of what 6 s next demands a |
dondt get it. The disciples didnot.

Read on il am going awayo (John 14:28).

about living
a life with-

Imagine their shock when they heard Jesus say those words. He spoke them on the night of the Passover celebration,
il Regre i Thursday evening, in the Upper Room. Christ and his friends had just enjoyed a calm dinner in the midst of a chaotic week.
Max Lu- They had reason for optimism: Jesuso popularity was soal

cadod s crowds had |l ifted Christ to their shouldersé he was the |

book, Fear-
less: Imag-
ine Your
Life With-
out Fear.
Published

jor transition,
fe surprise fre
the summary of

z
succeeds? What person passes through ’

€Christ handed the disciples a cup of ma
[
pl ace you wondt get find any. Remember

e
S«

For everything there is a season,

7 Wi A t?me for every activity .under he.:aven.

Nelson in A time to be born and a time to die.

2009. A time to plant and a time to harvest.

A time to kill and a time to heal.

A time to tear down and a time to build up. A time to cry and a time to laugh.
A time to grieve and a time to dance.

A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones.

A time to embrace and a time to turn away.

A time to search and a time to quit searching.

A time to keep and a time to throw away.

A time to tear and a time to mend.

A time to be quiet and a time to speak.

A time to love and a time to hate.

A time for war and a time for peace. (ECCI. 3:1-8 NLT)

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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PRAYER LINE REQUESTS

PRAY FOR: CONCERN: REQUESTED:
SETH ANDREWS Thyroid Cancer Surgery Sandy Andrews
SETH BLOOM Janet James
PELHAM BOOKOUT Continued Care Self

RUTH ELLEFSON Hip Replacement Self

KIRK HAMMOCK Breast Cancer Mimi Olson
GEORGE HUEMMRICH Double Vision Self
BARBARA KELLER Re-occurring Cancer Self

NANCY KOCH Knee Replacement Self

LINDA LARKIN Self

CHRIS MORE Kidney Replacement Sally Heinz
JAY OTTO Continued Care Chris Otto
MEGAN PIERCE General Well Being Janet James
LISA POWELL Gastric Ulcer Surgery Betsy Lengel
HARRIET SHEALY Continued Care Pastor Kathy
OTIS SHEALY Continued Care Self

SUSAN SIMPSON
BETTY TRELENBERG

JEAN WILSON

Friends & families of those persons removed from the prayer line thank everyone for their prayers and con-

cerns.

Prayer requests may be made by calling Pastor Bob or Pastor Kathy at the church office, (302) 478-3030.

Bone Marrow Transplant
Hip Replaced Soon

Heart Problems

Nancy Simpson
Self
Church Office

N

T

PLEASE REMEMBER
THESE FRIENDS IN

PRAYER

Christian Sympathy

March 20, 2010.

Christian sympathy is extended to the family and friends of William DeMuth who died on
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Sunday Services

8:00 & 11:00 AM

Church Stafft:

Pastors: Bob and Kathy lerien
Youth Minister: Katie Mulrey
Secretaries: Susan Wendt , Chris Otto and Sandy Andrews

Church Council President: John Crum

Director of Music: David Bowlsbey :
Note to Contributors:

Handbell Director: Margaret Love

Parish Administrator: George Huemmrich For the next issue, please turn in your
. s . articles by April 15th. If you would like
Parish Nurse: Heidi Preisendanz to send a contribution by e-mail,

Sexton: Bob Moyer please send an attachment in Word to

Volunteer Ministry Coordinator: Nancy Griffith
nancyhuber@comcast.net

Voice Editor: Nancy Huber




