
  

 

 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” – Luke 10:27 

In chapter 10 of his Gospel, Luke records the story of Jesus being tested by a lawyer. 

The lawyer asks which commandment is the greatest, and Jesus asks him what the Scrip-

tures say. The lawyer answers, and when Jesus tells him his answer is right, the lawyer 

pushes it a little further. Wanting to justify himself, Luke tells us, the man asks, “Who is my 

neighbor?” Jesus responds with the familiar parable of the Good Samaritan. 

What I find most interesting in this story from Jesus’ ministry is that the lawyer doesn’t 

try to quibble with the commandment about loving God. It’s the commandment about loving 

his neighbor that leads him to look for a loophole, some wiggle room that will let him get by. 

I think that same sort of quibbling goes on today. No one seems to dispute the idea 

that we are to love God with our whole being. Not many people try to look for loopholes in 

things like “you shall not kill” or “you shall not commit adultery”, but all kinds of word 

games, rationalizations and other wiggling goes on when it comes to the command to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. Some ask, as the lawyer did, “Just who is my neighbor?” Je-

sus answered that pretty eloquently, so I’ll just summarize: if they’re breathing, they’re your 

neighbor. Then come the debates about the difference between loving people and enabling 

them to continue in bad behavior. I hear this one a lot with regard to the poor of our com-

munity. Frankly, most of those debates sound like excuses to not do anything. That’s not to 

say that loving people means doing whatever they want you to or giving them anything they 

ask for. (For Jesus’ response to that idea, see Mark 10:35-40.) But even if loving our 

neighbors means saying “no”, that “no” is not the end of the conversation. Loving our 

neighbors means entering into a relationship with them, seeking the best for them, not sim-

ply ignoring them on the flimsy excuse that helping them would just perpetuate some social 

problem. There are all kinds of other attempts to find a loophole in this commandment, but 

you get the idea. They all seem equally flimsy and shallow when we speak them at the foot 

of the cross. 

Perhaps the problem is the flimsy and shallow way in which the word “love” is thrown 

around in our culture.  We can talk of “loving” the Phillies, or NASCAR, or fishing, or maple 

nut sundaes with whipped cream and sprinkles. Perhaps we need to redefine the word 

love, or at least reclaim the Bible’s definition of the word. Love, as the Bible describes it, is 

not so much a feeling as a set of actions. It is possible, in the mindset of Scripture, to love 

your neighbor without actually liking your neighbor. This makes sense if you think about it. 

We can’t control how we feel, and I don’t think even Jesus likes everyone. But he does love 

everyone, and he does expect us to love everyone. 
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L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D  

 

Love of neighbor, the way the Bible depicts it, is a matter of remembering that every human being is 

created in the image of God and is precious to God, and then acting on that belief. That means seeing a 

precious child of God in the angelic baby sleeping on her mother’s lap, and in the face of the tyrannical 

two-year-old screeching down the aisle on Sunday morning. It means seeing a precious child of God in 

the 90-year-old saint in the nursing home, and in the tattooed addict smoking cigarettes in front of the 

bar. It means seeing a precious child of God in the sweet, caring, giving ICU nurse, and in the nasty, 

crabby, grouchy old so-and-so next door. Loving our neighbors means seeing every living human being 

as one of the people Jesus loved enough to die for. 

It also means acting on that belief. It’s not enough to say “Jesus loves you” and walk away. It’s not 

enough to give away a bowl of soup and not work to break the person out of the cycle of poverty. It’s not 

enough to say, “Our doors are open and you’re welcome” and never actively go out and invite. It’s not 

enough to claim that the suffering of God’s beloved children in our community is their own fault, or that 

it’s beyond our power to fix. Loving our neighbor, the way Christ meant it, means building our lives 

around the good of our neighbor and never giving up in our determination to seek the very best for 

them. After all, isn’t that the way Christ loves us? 

          

         Yours in Christ, 

         Pastor Bob 

 

REMINDER  

During the summer months, please try to keep your pledge current.   While 

members are on vacation, the church still needs to pay utilities, salaries, 

and benevolence. Thank you.  

 

The Columbarium Committee will host informational meetings after church services on June 6 and 

June 20.   Anne Rowan of West Jersey Memorial Company will join committee members to answer 

questions about the columbarium garden.  There will also be material samples, information brochures 

and a picture of the proposed columbarium garden.  For those wishing to reserve a niche, we will also 

have reservation contracts available.  If you are interested in reserving a columbarium  niche, but can-

not attend one of these meetings, please contact Ann Bogda at  477 – 0326. 

COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE  
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Summer is here!  Spend some time with the youth group in the great outdoors at the following events… 

 

Work Camp Training Sessions                                     June 5th, with more dates to be announced 

Youth attending Work Camp should attend 2 of the training sessions to prepare for their tasks this summer.  

We will learn basic carpentry skills and have a chance to help members of the congregation with household 

projects. 

 

River Picnic                                                                     June 27 

Come spend an afternoon with the youth on the Elk River!  Enjoy swimming, boating and great company! 

 

Youth News  

 

 LUTHERAN VOLUNTEER CORPS  

The annual BOWL-A-THON was a success with 61 bowlers.   Generous support helped us 

raise about $10,000.  Thanks for the Thrivent match of $1,670. 

Our thirteen teams:   St. Phillip’s 3 teams ;  Good Shepherd 2 teams;  St. Mark’s 2 teams;  LVC  Volunteers 

3 teams (one from Baltimore);  Zion 1 team;  St. Stephen’s 1 team; and Tree of Life 1 team. 

BOWL-A-THON participants and their sponsors help LVC continue to be a blessing to many in our commu-

nity.   

Congratulations to the following youth who were confirmed on May 23rd: 

Noah Anderson  Joseph Hasse 

Olivia Hiddemen Levin Holloway 

Alex Keulmann    Alexis Ulmanis 
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MUSIC 
Our 2009-2010 music season has now concluded.  I would like to thank every musician who participated 

in our music program and helped to make this a marvelous year of worship and praise. 

The anthem sung by the Youth Choir on Sunday, May 16, was a special request by some members of the 

choir.  It was a meaningful memory from an earlier point in their choir life.  Most of us who have ever sung 

in a choir can relate to this.  Texts, melodies and harmonies have a way of intersecting life events and/or 

worship experiences making a lasting, profound memory.  I put this thought out there as a reminder that 

everyone – individuals, choirs, and congregation – benefits from participation in choir. 

Looking ahead to Summer and Fall: 

¶ There are still open slots for summer music.  I welcome suggestions for talent that may be 

unknown to me. 

¶ Summer choir is a Good Shepherd tradition and a great opportunity for those who love to sing 

in choir but are presently unable to commit on a regular basis.  Please mark your calendar for 
July 18 and August 15 and join us. 

¶ I would love to hear from families who have children interested in singing in Junior Choir.  

Suggestions on how to make this happen would be gratefully received. 

          David Bowlsbey 

          Director of Music 

 

 

 

Funding for LCS Programs  

In order to support its $1.3 million budget, LCS seeks and receives funding from many sources. In the last 

month, we were fortunate to host our 6
th
 Annual Room at the Table fundraising breakfast at the DuPont 

Country Club. Over 325 people attended and the majority made multi-year pledges or gifts that all added 

up to over $150,000. Thank you!  Also during May, we received $1,000 from the Georgetown Rotary in 

support of the Grace of God Grocery Club in Millsboro; $5,000 from Food Lion for food distributions 

throughout Delaware; and $7,500 from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod for LCS food and housing 

programs. Consider that we helped over 70,000 low income people last year (and that we expect to help 

the same number this year), and you’ll understand how important all our donors are – both large and 

small. 
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FAMILY PROMISE 

Our first hosting week for Family Promise is now just a memory.  Things went extremely well .  Our task coordinators did 

a fabulous job enlisting the help of over 60 volunteers to do the cooking, driving, overnight hosting, setting up/taking 

down and providing wonderful activities for the kids.  Many Good Shepherd volunteers did more than one task.  We 

have heard no complaints from any of the volunteers and most said that it was a wonderful experience and would be 

happy to do it again in August.  We will have a “debriefing” meeting to determine what went well and what areas need to 

be improved upon.  This is a learning process and all of the participating churches are going through the same thing, as 

is the Network itself.  It is exciting to be on the project from the beginning and watch it evolve.   Ralph and I send our 

sincere appreciation to every single person who helped make this first week a success. 

Just to give a brief summary to those who were not involved, we hosted 4 families and a total of 14 people.  The children 

involved ranged from 15 months to 19 years of age.  Planned evening activities included a camp fire with the making of 

s’mores,  candy bar bingo and a scavenger hunt.  The s’mores were a huge hit and a first time experience for all of the 

kids.  Evenings during the week were very low key as the families were exhausted from their tiring, daily routine of aris-

ing at 5am and returning to the Day Center by 6am to board school buses or public transportation to get them to school , 

work or training.  Families can stay in the Network for a total of 90 days so we will probably be getting all new families 

for our week in August.  If you can prepare a dish, read to a toddler or make a bed, please sign up to join us. Sign up 

sheets will go up in July on the Family Promise bulletin board.  Once again, thanks to everyone!  

Good Shepherd will be hosting the following weeks in 2010 . 

August 1 -8; October 24 -31 [includes Halloween weekend but not actual trick or treat night]; December 19 -

26 [includes Christmas]    

Lunch Bunch visits Biggs Museum  

 

On April 21, thirteen of us ventured to Dover.   We had an enjoyable lunch at “33 West” on Loockerman Street and then 

walked the short distance to the Biggs Museum of American Art on “The Green” opposite Legislative Hall which we had 

visited on one of our previous trips. 

 

The Biggs Museum was established in 1993 and displays Sewell C Biggs’ personal collections of furniture, paintings 

and silver.  It’s similar to Winterthur but on a much smaller scale. 

 

The museum Director was our personal guide and gave us her insights as we moved through the two floors.   Frank 

Schoonover’s paintings, about a dozen on display, are said to contain the color red in each.  This intimate gallery had 

the paintings hung against red walls. 

 

Thanks to our hostess, Marie Wallace, for suggesting the venue and arranging the day.   

 

On May 24, Lunch Bunch visited the Russell W. Peterson Wildlife Refuge at Wilmington’s Riverfront.   

 

Lunch Bunch is open to everyone.  All are welcome.  Please plan to join us. 

           - Jim Simpson 



 

 

Council met on May 12.  Rick Bogda led devotions centered around the Joy Thief, our mis-

chievous friend, who can turn a moment of joy into something less.  We discussed how sim-

ple comments or gestures/body language can steal the joy of the moment and how we have 

to work hard to not let this happen. 

Council agenda and April Council minutes were approved without change.  Malcolm Styer 

gave the financial update and highlighted that we are only meeting 90% of our pledges.  With 

summer coming, we ask that we be diligent about meeting our pledge commitments.    Also, 

to help committees monitor their spending, Malcolm can provide a year-to-date financial re-

port for any committee upon request. 

Several committee and group reports were received or discussed.  Evangelism Committee 

and Volunteer Ministry are setting up ride schedules for people in area retirement homes 

who no longer drive, but would still like to attend service at Good Shepherd.  We will need 

many drivers for this important ministry to be a success so it does not become a burden on a 

few good souls.  If you are willing to drive, please contact Nancy Griffith. 

Ralph Klesius gave an update on Family Promise.  He highlighted there were no major con-

cerns, but there were the usual minor start up issues.  Four families with 14 people were pre-

sent for our week.  Four or five LCGS volunteers were needed for each meal plus others for 

other activities during the week.  Our next week will be in August.  Council thanked Ralph, 

Lee and all the volunteers for their work in getting this effort off the ground.  Our inaugural 

week is now successfully complete. 

Council is working on minor revisions to the Child Protection Policy and these should be 

complete by the end of July. 

Jim Simpson was approved as the Audit Committee chairperson. 

The Columbarium Committee will be making presentations after church on 6/6 and 6/20, 

where the costs, basic design, guidelines, etc. will be discussed.  This will be a self-funded 

effort so if you are interested, please plan to attend one of these sessions so you can deter-

mine if you want to commit to purchasing a niche or niches.  The committee has worked long 

and hard to bring this proposal to the Congregation and we thank them for their effort. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Please feel free to contact any Council member with any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 

      Respectfully submitted on behalf of Council, 

      Rick Bogda 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D  
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Notes to the Congregation  

From the Council President, John Crum  

The prayer I wish to feature for this month is one that is sorely needed.  As a historian I am well 

aware that political disagreement and strife is one of the characteristics of public life.  Indeed, the 

right to oneõs opinion and free speech guarantee that dissenting views will be voiced.   To be a 

politician means that you must have a thick skin; it always has.  Historians occasionally say that 

a statesman is only a dead politician.  You would be amazed what was said about famous leaders 

during their lifetime.  Calling George Washington the greatest traitor this country ever had?  As 

a historian I donõt feel that we are living in the most contentious political climate of our history.  

It has been worse.  But, that said, we live in an age of instant communications and we seem to 

hear everything uttered by everyone, anywhere.  And, with television news adding an entertain-

ment approach to attract viewers and thus more advertising dollars, it appears that public politi-

cal life is degenerating.  And, this phenomenon is not happening just in America.  Being an 

elected official seems to be harder than it has ever been.  We need to thank them, no matter what 

their politics, and pray for them, and this wonderful nation that has done so much good in the 

world.  

  

Those in Civil Authority ð page 77  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, bless the public servants in the government of this county, 

state, and nation, that they may do their work in a spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice.  Help 

them use their authority to serve faithfully and to promote our common life; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  

I want to thank all of the members of Good Shepherd for the prayers and good 
thoughts expressed before, during and following my recent surgery.   They 
truly helped me get ready for the surgery as well as recover from it.   Also, 
thanks for all of the wonderful cards sent and the flowers from the altar that 
were delivered.   They truly brightened up my day.     

Sincerely,  Barb ara Keller  

Christian sympathy is extended to the 

family and friends of Robert Mackey 

who died on  May 14th.  A funeral ser-

vice was held at Good Shepherd on  May 

18th. 

We wish to thank everyone for their 
prayers over these past 6 months for 
Jay.  He is back to work and feeling 
wonderful.  We canõt express how 
much all of the love and support that 
we received meant to us.  I also want 
to thank everyone for the cards and 
words of sympathy I received after my 
motherõs death.  We are so blessed to 
me members of the family of Good 
Shepherd.  
 
Sincerely, John & Chris Otto & family  
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HEALTH MINISTRY 

Welcome to the 'weisure' lifestyle  

By Thom Patterson, CNN 

 (CNN) -- The line dividing work and leisure time is blurring right before our eyes, says one expert, and it's creating a phe-
nomenon called "weisure time." 

Many who haven't already abandoned the 9-to-5 workday for the 24-7 life of weisure probably will do so soon, according to 
New York University sociologist Dalton Conley, who coined the word. It's the next step in the evolving work-life culture. 

"Increasingly, it's not clear what constitutes work and what constitutes fun," be it "in an office or at home or out in the street," 
Conley said. Activities and social spaces are becoming work-play ambiguous, he says, as "all of these worlds that were once 
very distinct are now blurring together." 

Conley used the 1950s as a point of reference. "Back then, there were certain rules, such as 'don't do business with friends, 
and keep those spheres separate.' It was just one of the hallmarks of capitalist social life. That has completely changed."  

The increased mixing of work and play doesn't mean bankers will be refinancing houses during their kids' piñata parties. 

But what it does mean is more and more Americans are using smart phones and other technology to collaborate with busi-
ness colleagues while hanging out with their families.  

What happened?  Why do Americans want to mix work and play?  Well, first, there's more work and less play, according to 
Conley's book "Elsewhere, U.S.A." 

"For the first time in history now, the higher up the economic ladder you go, the more likely you're going to have an ex-
tremely long work week," he says. These busier Americans often want to save time by taking care of business and pleasure 
simultaneously. 

Obviously, the Internet offers nothing but opportunity for that. 

'The creative class'  

People are more willing to let work invade their leisure time because, for a lot of Americans, working has become more fun, 
Conley says. He refers to this group of professionals who tend to get more enjoyment out of work as "the creative class," 
borrowing a term coined by author Richard Florida.  

"This makes their work a source of meaning and fun to them, and thus the work-all-the-time mentality is partly driven by 
choice and desire," Conley said. 

It's no coincidence, Conley says, that weisure has been growing simultaneously with the popularity of the personal com-
puter, which has helped professionals with more tedious parts of their jobs -- and has made many jobs somewhat more in-
teresting. 

Weisure has been fueled by social networking sites like Facebook and MySpace, where "friends" may actually be business 
partners or work colleagues.  
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        PRAYER LINE REQUESTS 

 

PRAY FOR: CONCERN:   REQUESTED: 

SETH BLOOM     Janet James 

PELHAM BOOKOUT Continued Care   Self   

KIRK HAMMOCK Breast Cancer    Mimi Olson 

GEORGE HUEMMRICH Double Vision   Self 

LINDA LARKIN     Self  

QUENTIN LENGEL Bladder Infection   Betsy Lengel 

LISA MOTTER Breast Cancer   Sally Heinz  

NICOLE O'BRIEN Blood Infection   Donna Harris 

JAMES PERSOLEO Colon Cancer   Carol Lee Waslick   

     

MEGAN PIERCE General Well Being  Janet James  

HARRIET SHEALY Continued Care   Pastor Kathy 

OTIS SHEALY Continued Care   Self 

SUSAN SIMPSON Bone Marrow Transplant  Nancy Simpson 

WALT SPEAKMAN Neurological Condition  Phyllis Bierstedt 

BETTY TRELENBERG  Hip Replaced Soon   Self 

 

Friends & families of those persons removed from the prayer line thank everyone for their prayers and concerns. 

Prayer requests may be made by calling Pastor Bob or Pastor Kathy at the church office, (302) 478-3030.    

'We lose our private sphere'  

Perhaps more disturbing is the idea that weisure is changing us. "We lose our so-called private sphere," Conley said. "There's less 
relaxing time to be our so-called backstage selves when we're always mingling work and leisure." 

But, short of a nuclear winter or some cataclysm sending us back to the stone age, there's no turning back the clock on the spread of 
weisure, he says. The weisure lifestyle will engrain itself permanently in the American culture.  

Every culture creates its antithesis, Conley says. Eventually the weisure class could merge with a "getting back to basics movement" 
and form something new. 

"I don't know what that will look like," he said. "But this period we live in now will look very quaint and silly to folks 50 years in the fu-
ture, just as the 1950s look very fake and quaint and earnest to us now."  

Excerpts from: www.cnn.com 
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              Itôs Picnic Time Again ! 

                   Sunday, June 13
th

 

 
The days are growing longer, the weather is getting warmer, and we are planning our annual church 
picnic.  This year’s picnic will take place on Sunday, June 13th following the 9:30 am service.  
Please plan on staying after church to partake in food, fellowship, and fun. 

 

Hamburgers, hotdogs and drinks will be provided.   Please sign up to bring a salad or dessert to 
share.  A sign up sheet for the picnic is posted on the bulletin board. As always, please feel free to 
bring a friend, neighbor or co-worker to the picnic. The more the merrier!  

 

We are also asking for help in the following ways:  

¶ 4-6 cooks to work the grill in shifts -- and still have time to eat and socialize 

¶ set up help on Saturday June 12 from 9am- noon 

¶ clean up help on Sunday from ~ 1 pm until all is in its proper place. 

 

The picnic will be held rain or shine. Bring your folding chairs for lawn seating for those who wish to 
take in some sunshine.  

 

We are suggesting a $2 donation per person to help cover costs.  

 

We look forward to seeing you and your friends and being blessed again 
with a beautiful sunny day. 

 
- The Picnic Planning Committee 

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

June 20 -24, 2010 

5:30 pmð8 pm, including supper  

You’re invited to a Galactic Blast! 

Together we will explore God’s power as creator of the universe!  This is a cosmic adventure of fun and faith 
for all kids from 3 year-olds through 5

th
 grade.  We are still looking for group leaders and craft table leaders.  If 

you can help out one night or all five, please sign up on the bulletin board outside Swears Fellowship Hall. We 
are also offering an Adult Bible Study.  If you are interested in participating please see sign up sheets located 
on the bulletin board. Also, we are looking for adults to lead this group 1 or 2  times during the week.   

 If you love sharing your faith, having fun and being with kids, we have a place for you! 

 



 1530 Foulk Road 

Wilmington, DE 19803  

(302) 478-3030 

E-mail: goodshepherd@cavtel.net 

On the web: 

www.goodshepherd-wilmington.org  

 

Sunday Service  

9:30 AM  

 

Church Staff: 
Pastors: Bob and Kathy Ierien 

Youth Minister: Katie Mulrey  

Secretaries: Susan Wendt, Chris Otto  and Sandy Andrews 

Church Council President: John Crum 

Director of Music: David Bowlsbey  

Handbell Director: Margaret Love  

Parish Administrator: George Huemmrich  

Parish Nurse: Heidi Preisendanz 

Sexton: Bob Moyer 

Volunteer Ministry Coordinator: Nancy Griffith  

Voice Editor: Nancy Huber  

Note to Contributors:  

 

For the next issue, please turn in your 

articles by June 15th.  If you would like 

to send a contribution by e-mail, 

please send an attachment in Word  to 

 

nancyhuber@comcast.net  

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD  


