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FROM THE PAS

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in (your name here) the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his
INSIDE faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring him to ever-

THIS ISSUE- lasting life.
~ Blessing in the Rite of Confirmation Service, ELW p. 236
Committee 2
Updates Many years have passed since my confirmation day, yet vivid details of that important event
are etched into my mind. | remember the joy | felt in going shopping with my mom to find a beautiful
white dress, and selecting the strand of pretty pink beads | would wear. | remember the smile on my
Youth News 3 pastords face, as she put her hands on my head to
blessing on me. | remember the pride | felt in reciting my chosen Bible verse to the congregation,
ifiGod is Iight, and in Him there is no darkness at
_ that | received from so many members as | awkwardly stood in line with the others in my class to
Music/Small 4 greet young and old. Most of all, | remember feeling a tremendous sense of belonging. This was
Group Ministry home. Here was a place where | was loved, just for being me.
Family Promise 5 On the Day of Pentecost, May 23" we as a congregation will celebrate the Rite of Confir-

mation for six young men and women, as they affirm the promises their parents made in baptism.
They too will stand before the congregation, will be blessed and prayed for, celebrated and loved.

Church Council 6 They are continuing a journey that each of us shal
knowing one another in love as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Notes to the 7

Congregation Often we think of Confirmation as the end of a process of study, a time when you are ex-
pected to know the Aright things, o6 believe the pr
for these six amazing young people, this event will be more. | hope it is a milestone in a lifetime jour-

Social Ministry/ 8 ney of knowing God and being known by God. | hope it is a reminder for all of us of the importance

LCS of knowing each other, celebrating one anotherds
faith.

Prayer Line/ 9

Health Ministry In these weeks please pray for our confirmands and their families, as they prepare for this
important milestone of faith.

Picnic 10 Noah Anderson + Joseph Hasse + Olivia Hiddemen

Levin Holloway + Alex Keulmann + Alexis Ulmanis

News from 11 May God continue to bless us all along the way.

China
In Christods | ove,

Pastor Kathy

Single Worship Service beginning
May 30th at 9:30 am

1530 Foulk Road Wilmington, DE 19803 (302) 478 -3030
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COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE

Plans for a columbarium garden at Good Shepherd are now being finalized. As we de-
scribed at the congregational meeting in January, the committee is proposing to begin
the columbarium garden with a free standing octagonal unit placed in the area between
the library and the fellowship hall. There will be information sessions after worship ser-
vices in June. Complete details will be available at that time along with an informational
brochure. If you have any questions about this project, please see Ann Bogda.

MEMBERSHIP ROLLS

In the next few weeks Good Shepherd will begin the process of reviewing and updating our
membership rolls. Our constitution contains an unchangeable provision that the ELCA man-
dates in regard to this procedure. In order to be a confirmed member one must have contrib-
uted and communed during the current year or the preceding calendar year. Previously it was
to either contribute or commune. Thus, three different letters will be sent out: first, to those who
have not communed; second, to those who have not contributed; third, to those who have nei-
ther communed nor contributed.

Those who receive the letters will have six weeks to commune, to contribute, or both. Those
who do not satisfy the constitutional requirements may, at their request, remain on the roster
and be moved to the category of associate membership. Associate members have all the privi-
leges of membership except voting rights at congregational meetings or holding an elected of-
fice in the congregation. Those who do not respond may be removed from our membership
rolls.

If a family member or friend receives a letter, we urge you to have them respond. Some names
on the list are young members who are serving overseas; some are away at college or live
some distance; and some members have needs that we are unaware of. Think of this as an op-
portunity to renew and to reconnect. That is the faithful purpose of this procedure.

One final point: As you can perhaps now see, it is essential for our recordkeeping that you faith-
fully fill out the bulletin inserts for communion and attendance. It is the only source we have to
keep track of communion. It also makes us aware that a member has been unable to attend for
several weeks. Thus, we can respond to a need. It is one of the reasons why we are here, for
one another.

John Crum, Council President

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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Youth News

The year is almost over! Join us for these May events, and be on the lookout for youth events continuing
into the summer é

Dinner and Youth Group Sunday, May o" 5:007 7:00 pm

Come to youth group and enjoy a delicious home-cooked meal, fellowship and games!

Youth Hike Saturday, May 15™

Come enjoy the spring weather on a hike with the youth group.

Tri-Church Party (Progressive Dinner) Sunday, May 23 2:007 7:30 pm

Come to an afternoon and evening of fun and food! Good Shepherd will join Zion and Grace Lutheran
churches in hosting a three course progressive dinner. The meal will begin with appetizers at Good Shep-
herd. We will travel to Grace for the main course, and then head over to Zion for dessert and a party! This
is a great opportunity to meet youth from other churches in the area.

Work Camp Training Sessions May 1%, May 2", May 8", and June 5"

Youth attending Work Camp should attend 2 of the training sessions to prepare for their tasks this summer.
We will learn basic carpentry skills and have a chance to help members of the congregation with household
projects.

Shop Wednesday May 26 ™ at Old Country Gardens

Do you need some color in your life? The Wednesday before Memorial Day weekend is a great
time to stock up on plants, flowers and accessories for your garden and garden parties. On
Wednesday May 26 ™ when you shop at Old Country Gardens, you can help raise funds for
youth ministry at Good Shepherd.

At the register, simply tell the clerk that you are shopping to support the Good Shepherd
youth and you will receive a 10% discount on your purchases and a coupon for 20% off your
next visit to Old Country Gardens. In addition, the youth will receive a contribution from Old
Country Gardens equal to 10% of your purchases.

The money raised helps pay for youth programs and retreats, including the annual Work Camp.

Thank you for supporting Youth Ministry at Good Shepherd!
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MUSIC

Our May 9 Hymn Festival continues the joyful celebration of our Easter season. Hymn
festivals are worship services in which most of the liturgy is music. Ours will be based
on the hymn AAll el ui a! Jesus |Is Riseno|by
Joining us will be the choir, musicians |anoc
t he St. Mar kés 8: 30 service and again atl Gc
vals involve everyone 1 choirs, handbells, instrumentalists, pastors and, most impor-
tantly, the entire assembled congregation i as we celebrate the Risen Christ.

@ Wilmington Handbell Ensemble

Wilmington, Delaware

Celebrating our Tenth Concert Season

Sunday, May 16, 2010 at 7:00 PM Sunday, May 23, 2010 at 7:00 PM
St. Paul's United Methodist Church St. Paul's United Methodist Church
406 Main Street 1314 Foulk Road

Odessa, DE 19730 Wilmington, DE 19803
302-378-2420 302-478-3135

Saturday, May 22, 2010 at 7:00 PM

Newark United Methodist Church The Wilmington Handbell Ensemble is sponsored by

69 E Main Street St. Paulds United Methodilst Ct
Newark, DE 19711 Wilmington, DE 19803

302-368-8774

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

In October, Pastors Bob and Kathy and 14 others from Good Shepherd attended a synod leadership event in Joppa,
Maryland where one of the workshops was on establishing a Small Group Ministry. Several people who attended had
such positive feelings about this that it was decided to do a trial implementation.

This trial implementation took place during the Lenten season, in February and March. Three groups were formed with
nineteen people attending. In the February Voice, the pu
nurture biblical, demonstrated | ove, to devel op a genuine
spiritual growth, and cultivate spiritual gi ftso. Based o
is evident that many of these objectives were met by those who attended. Following is some of the feedback from

those who participated:

Extremely positive. One of the mostfaith -af f i r mi ng experiences |1 86ve had at

Il enjoyed meeting with the people in my group. Al t houg

they really were. In this small group, we were able to learn this.
continued on next page

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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It was a spiritual blessing to me getting to know the members of the group on a more personal level.

Tremendous! What a wonderful way to build relationships and g
home, to experience the gift of hospitality. This is an exciting, spirit -led new direction for Good Shepherd!

| learned a lot from each person in the group. Their strong faith and how it affects their lives.
| have grown spiritually from our conversation. | also find praying for each other especially rewarding.

Like many things, talking about oneds spiritual |l i fe, consider
easier with practice. Especially the praying part 0 what was an alarming idea at first (praying aloud with others) be-
came over these weeks a practice of calm and meaning.

It was wonderful to get to know the other members. | knew most from doing things together, but being together in this
forum makes everything new. Thanks be to God for these growing relationships!

I hope this valuable ministry continues at Good Shepherd and grows as time progresses.

The Small Group organizing team would like to thank all the people who participated in and helped with the first round of Small

Groups at Good Shepherd. We hope to have more people join this meaningful ministry. In the near future, we will be trying other

forms of small groups such as a menédés breakfast group atmedrouad gr ou
of small discussion groups.

FAMILY PROMISE

This article is being written the day after our joint volunteer training session on the evening of the 12™ of April. This was
the largest session the network has held to date, with over 70 volunteers from Good Shepherd and Aldersgate Method-
ist in attendance. Also represented were the two presenters from Hockessin Baptist and Grace Lutheran, as well as

several members of St. John the Beloved and St. Hel enalds F
out of it and we thank everyone for coming. We will have an abbreviated session during the week of May 2™ for any
volunteers that could not attend the session in April. Of

we do our first hosting week. Each host week will bring new and unique challenges but a rhythm will develop and the
various tasks will become routine and less stressful.

Thank you to everyone who donated goods or money to this project. Except for the food staples and a few odd items,
we are now fully supplied and ready to blow up beds and greet our guests. The various coordinators are getting their
volunteer schedules in order and working hard to make sure that the week of May 9" flows smoothly. The property
committee, under the direction of Craig Hooper, is helping us get the designated Sunday School/bedrooms fixed up.
We plan to have a follow up meeting of all the coordinators, the week after our hosting to review how things went. What
wor ked? What didnét ? What can we do differently for |our
our ongoing success.

Several people have made the comment that this project requires so many volunteers and so much logistical organiza-
tion for the benefit of only 4 families, a drop in the bucket in the fight against homelessness. Ralph and | have thought
the same thing. We have concluded that while simpler to manage, building and staffing a shelter large enough to
house 4 or more families would be a huge capital investment and require a large ongoing budget. Another factor is that
we believe the participating churches will benefit by Jact
efforts of this Network can save 4 drops in the bucket from being dried up, then our efforts will indeed be worth the trou-
ble!

Good Shepherd will be hosting the following weeks in 2010

May9-16[ i ncl udes Md&Aughstl -8 Octobex ¥4]-31 [includes Halloween weekend but not actual
trick or treat night]; December 19 -26 [includes Christmas]
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Council met on April 14. Sharon Oslin led devotions by using a story from the book,
How Can It Be All Right When Everything Is All Wrong?, which led to a good discus-
sion. Council agenda and March Council minutes were approved without change.
Malcolm Styer gave the financial update.

We received thank you notes from the Lutheran World Relief, Interfaith Housing,
Gettysburg Seminary and ELCA Disaster Relief for our donations to them. The DE/
MD Synod approved our updated constitution.

Several committee and group reports were received or discussed. Volunteer Minis-
tries highlighted that the Lenten soup suppers went well. Thank you to those who
helped make them possible by planning, providing the soups and desserts and
cleaning up.

Fran and Jim Dixon, Craig Hooper and Stephen Harris along with Pastors Kathy and
Bob will represent us at the Synod Assembly on June 10-12. If you have any input,

please let them know. Council also approved a motion for formal portraits of Pastors
Kat hy and Bob to be hung in the parlor

There was a discussion concerning our annual church roster review that is required
by our constitution and the Synod. Minor updates were made to the proposed an-
nual procedure that John Crum presented. The procedure will be approved by Sep-
tember so the first formal annual review can begin. Between now and then, letters
will be sent to those who have not communed and/or contributed during the 2008-
2010 YTD in an effort to update our records and assist with the annual review.

John Schneeweis completed the registration with Thrivent so our Church can be
considered for matching funds this year.

We closed with the Lordds Prayer.

Please feel free to contact any Council member with any questions or concerns.
Thank you.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of Council,

Rick Bogda

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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Notes to the Congregation

From the Council President, John Crum

It has long been my practice to spend the few minutes before the church service begins qui-

etly reading through the O0Additional Prayerso fou
87. | have my favorites, but, | have also realized on many occasions that | have been

drawn to some of the prayers. Itis as if the need finds the answer.

April is one of my favorite months, and not just because my birthday is in Aprill Spring is
such a beautiful season with flowers and trees and people emerging from their winter dol-
drums. Even yard work has joys & much more so than shoveling snow.

But there are those for whom April is just another month... another month of being with-

out a job. We live in a society that glorifies individual initiative and effort. But some-

ti mes things happen that illogically have nothing
record of effort. The prayer | am highlighting this month is for them, the unemployed

among us, around us, and with us. May they find solace in knowing that they are remem-

bered and prayed for.

The Unemployed & page 79

God of justice, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety from lack of
work. Guide the people of this land so as to use our wealth and resources that all people
may find suitable and fulfilling employment and receive just payment for their labor;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The many well wishes that Lee received during his final iliness and the expres-

sions of condolencé prayers, cards and hug$ after his passing have been a

blessing to me and my family. You, our Good Shepherd family, have given love 5
and support to us for over 50 years. We are very grateful and thank you. We

pray that the Lord will continue to bless this place and bless the people of Good

Shepherd always. dMimi Olsen

SOUP SUPPERS

Soup Suppers were a success again!
and desserts!!! Many thanks to Joanne and Cy Ohnmacht and their helpers
as well as the soup, bread and dessert makers and buyers. There was an av-
erage attendance of 60 people. All had plenty to eat and plenty of fun.

Again, thanks to all.  dNancy Griffith

nd

al
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SOCIAL MINISTRY

The Social Ministry Committee is happy to report that the collections for the ELCA Hunger Fund are as
follows:

available at the end of each month for all you have saved. Look for it!

We are still collecting the Campbell Soup labels, bar codes from the Pepperidge Farm labels, the Prego
Sauce labels and the V-8 Juice labels. These are sent to the Lutheran Navajo Mission in Arizona so that
they can get a free van for their use.

We have provided three dinners for the students at UD Lutheran Campus Ministry and there will be one
more in May.
-Phyllis Bierstedt, Chair

January - $132.02, February - $80.10, March - $47.48. We 6d | i ke t o remind you

“ EMERGENCY FOOD, HOUSING AND MORE

Collaboration and Partnership Are What We Do

In the face of the recent economic slowdown, nonprofits are being told that they need to work smart. One specific
recommendation that comes up again and again is that nonprofits ought to partner with other nonprofits. To LCS that
idea is anything but new. As a matter of fact, partnering is key to almost everything we do. At our food pantries for
instance, which served almost 36,000 people last year, we only serve clients who have been referred by another non-
profit. We try to leave the interviews and eligibility to other churches or agencies, who then refer their clients to us.
In our housing programs, we also work with other social service agencies, especially when what we can give a land-
lord for back rent or a security deposit, is less than what the client needs. Likewise, while we do give each housing
client a 30 minute fAfinancial education session
assistance. In these ways, we work with literally hundreds of different partners!

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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PRAYER LINE REQUESTS

PRAY FOR: CONCERN: REQUESTED:

SETH BLOOM Janet James

PELHAM BOOKOUT Continued Care Self T ——
THESE FRIENDS IN

KIRK HAMMOCK Breast Cancer Mimi Olson PRAYER

GEORGE HUEMMRICH Double Vision Self

LINDA LARKIN Self

NICOLE O'BRIEN Blood Infection Donna Harris

JAY OTTO Brain Surgery Chris Otto

MEGAN PIERCE General Well Being Janet James

HARRIET SHEALY Continued Care Pastor Kathy

OTIS SHEALY Continued Care Self

SUSAN SIMPSON
WALT SPEAKMAN
BETTY TRELENBERG

JEAN WILSON

Friends & families of those persons removed from the prayer line thank everyone for their prayers and con-

cerns.

Prayer requests may be made by calling Pastor Bob or Pastor Kathy at the church office, (302) 478-3030.

Bone Marrow Transplant
Neurological Condition
Hip Replaced Soon

Heart Problems

Nancy Simpson
Phyllis Bierstedt
Self

Church Office

NG|

HEALTH MINISTRY

WALKING POLES

Edward R. Laskowski, M.D.

Walking poles work your arms, shoulders, chest and upper back muscles through a full range
of motion as you walk 8 which can help you turn your daily walk into a full-body workout.

Most walking poles have rubber tips that grab the pavement and wrist straps that secure the
poles to your arms. With one walking pole in each hand, you grip the handles and push off with
each stride. Sturdier walking poles designed for hiking are known as hiking or trekking poles.
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From
www.Mayo
Clinc.com

Consider the benefits of walking poles:

The arm movement associated with walking poles adds intensity to your aerobic
workout, which helps you burn more calories.

Walking poles foster balance and stability.
Walking poles help you maintain proper posture, especially in the upper back.

Walking poles take some of the load off your lower back, hips and knees, which
may be helpful if you have arthritis or back problems.

Walking poles in various fixed or adjustable lengths are available online and in
many sporting goods stores.

ltés Picnic Time Again
Sunday, June 13 ™

The days are growing longer, the weather is getting warmer, and we are planning our an-
nuall church picnic. This yearo6s picnic
following the 9:30 am service. Please plan on staying after church to partake in food, fel-
lowship, and fun.

Hamburgers, hotdogs and drinks will be provided. Please sign up to bring a salad or des-
sert to share. A sign up sheet for the picnic will be available in the near future on the bulle-
tin board. As always, please feel free to bring a friend, neighbor, or co-worker to the picnic.
The more the merrier!

We are also asking for help in the following ways:

9 4-6 cooks to work the grill in shifts -- and still have time to eat and socialize
9 set up help on Saturday June 12 from 9am- noon

9 clean up help on Sunday from ~ 1 pm until all is in its proper place.

The picnic will be held rain or shine. Bring your folding chairs for lawn seating for those
who wish to take in some sunshine.

We are suggesting a $2 donation per person to help cover costs.

We look forward to seeing you and your friends and being
blessed again with a beautiful sunny day.

Debbie Keulmann 4 S X
& the Picnic Planning Committee %C%\E\/‘i“\;@

/i

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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NEWS FROM CHINA

Dear Friends: March 20, 2010

I know it is spring because we are in the midst of the first dust storm of 2010.
My north-facing windows are shut tight, but my windowsill looks like this:

Tralnlng for the Iay training class. We learned just 3 days before the training was to begin (on our first

1

In my last update | wrote about the two pastors teaching the Visitation Team

day back to work after the Chinese New Year holiday) that the TY church now
_ ' has the technology for PowerPoint presentations, but these two pastors (seen

~ at left in the photo with Ginger and me) had never even seen the technology
. used before. We showed them the benefits of using PowerPoint, and then in
one all-nighter, | made the basic presentations since | had all the material on
my computer. Over the next two days our staff added photos, animation and
- . edited the presentations according t
RN v then practiced in the office and revised again. It was quite a step of faith: ma-
terial they had never taught before, new technology and a class size well beyond optimum for partici-
patory training.

My co-worker, Ginger, went to help with logistics and she reported back that it went really well. Pastor
Ji presented without even looking at her notes, walking back and forth on the stage, really connecting
with the audience. Ginger also said that during the skits and stories the students were often on the
edge of their seats, leaning forward as if watching TV. They also seemed to revel in being asked to
participate; some even asking when they were going to be called on to read verses aloud or perform a
skit. One morning Pastor Ji gave her testimony and Ginger said many students were in tears, and
some told her that they thought that Pastor Ji was just a good performer, but then they realized aII her
skits and stories came from her own experience. The evaluation re- Q- - '
vealed that the average age of the 198 participants who responded
(out of 240) was 56; they thought the session on Forgiveness was the
most interesting and useful, followed by Communication Skills. The
pastors are excited by the experience and when they reported how
we | | it had gone, the el der i n
should take this training to oth
their revisions into the computer, and develop new topics for the train-
ing this summer. Pray for the future development of this training and for the broader impact it could
have, and blessing it could be in the church in Shanxi and all of China!

Blessings, Judy Perry

(0]

t

h

N



LUTHERAN CHURCH OF
THE GOOD SHEPHERD

1530 Foulk Road
Wilmington, DE 19803
(302) 478-3030
E-mail: goodshepherd@cavtel.net
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8:00 & 11:00 AM

Single Service begin-
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9:30 AM

Church Staft:

Pastors: Bob and Kathy lerien
Youth Minister: Katie Mulrey

Secretaries: Susan Wendt, Chris Otto and Sandy Andrews

Church Council President: John Crum -
Note to Contributors:

Director of Music: David Bowlsbey

Handbell Director: Margaret Love For the next issue, please turn in your
) o ) articles by May 15th. If you would like
Parish Administrator: George Huemmrich to send a contribution by e-mail,

. . . lease send an attachment in Word to
Parish Nurse: Heidi Preisendanz P

Sexton: Bob Moyer
nancyhuber@comcast.net

Volunteer Ministry Coordinator: Nancy Griffith

Voice Editor: Nancy Huber




