Sixteen Theses on Reign & Church in Matthew

1. In Matthew, the reign of God and the church are not equal entities.

2. For Matthew, the church is a mixed group, so that not all in the church will ultimately enter the reign of God. 

3. While the church and the reign of God are not equal entities, the reign of God is a present eschatological reality within the church.

4. The reign of God is a present and future reality while the church is only a present reality. Thus the church is penultimate while the reign of God is ultimate.

5. Neither reign of God nor church is understood in terms of a restricted geographical place.

6. The reign of God is integral to the church because the one who empowers and dwells with the church throughout this age is the same one who inaugurates the reality/mission of the reign of God on earth.

7. Matthew’s theology of the church includes universal proclamation, but his theology of the reign of God includes the fact that some will not be in the reign of God for eternity.

8. Entrance to either church or reign of God involves Word and sacrament: the missional outreach of the church and baptism into the reality of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

9. The church is what it is because of Jesus Christ and not because of some inherent right of its own. Thus, ecclesiology is subservient to Christology in Matthew.

10. Jesus’ identity as God’s Son has been revealed to those in the church, and those in the church have been made the sons and daughters of God.

11. The church is not immune from the forces of evil so that such forces continually assault and threaten the church. Thus those in the church need to be ever vigilant and obedient to Jesus.

12. While Peter is the prominent disciple and the first to receive the ultimate ecclesial authority of binding/loosing, his position is neither exclusive nor restricted to a solitary figure or office. Hence there is not an understanding of a historic episcopate in Matthew.

13. The power to ostracize one from the church is ultimately enacted to prevent the fall of others rather than being a legalistic demand to “shape up or ship out”. 

14. Ostracism from the church is only to be used after all avenues of reconciliation have been exhausted; after one is ostracized, that person becomes the object of the church’s concern and mission.

15. The future consummation of the reign of God shapes the present ethics and outlook of the church, especially in its concerns for the lowly, powerless and needy and its core values of love, mercy, justice and faith.

16. In Matthew’s theology of church and reign of God, there remain essential tensions between:

· The parable of the wheat & tares and the Great Commission

· The power to bind/loose and the parable of the unforgiving servant

· 7:21-27 and 11:25-30

· Being a sheep and being a goat







