The Confessions on the Meal
“Moreover, no noticeable changes have been made in the public celebration of the Mass, except that in certain places German hymns are sung alongside the Latin responses for the instruction and exercise of the people. For after all, all ceremonies should serve the purpose of teaching the people what they need to know about Christ.”

- Augsburg Confession, German Text

Article XXIV, The Mass
“At the same time, an abominable error was also rebuked, namely, the teaching that our Lord Jesus Christ had made satisfaction by his death only for original sin and had instituted the Mass as a sacrifice for other sins. Thus, the Mass was made into a sacrifice for the living and the dead for the purpose of taking away sin and appeasing God. Thereupon followed a debate as to whether one Mass celebrated for many people merited as much as a special Mass celebrated for an individual. This resulted in the countless multiplication of Masses, and with this work people wanted to obtain from God everything they needed. Meanwhile, faith in Christ and true worship of God were forgotten.”

- Augsburg Confession, German Text

Article XXIV, The Mass
“At the outset it is again necessary, by way of preface, to point out that we not abolish the Mass but religiously retain and defend it. Among us the Mass is celebrated every Lord’s day and on other festivals, when the sacrament is made available to those who wish to partake of it, after they have been examined and absolved.”

- Apology of the Augsburg Confession 

Article XXIV, The Mass
“There are two, and only two, basic types of sacrifice. One is the propitiatory sacrifice; this is a work of satisfaction for guilt and punishment that reconciles God or placates his wrath or merits the forgiveness of sins for others. The other type is the Eucharistic sacrifice; this does not merit the forgiveness of sins or reconciliation, but by it those who have been reconciled give thanks or show their gratitude for the forgiveness of sins and other blessings received…We are perfectly willing for the Mass to be understood as a daily sacrifice, provided this means the whole Mass, the ceremony and also the proclamation of the Gospel, faith, prayer, and thanksgiving…Once faith has strengthened a conscience to see its liberation from terror, then it really gives thanks for the blessing of Christ’s suffering. It uses the ceremony itself as praise to God, as a demonstration of its gratitude, and a witness of its high esteem for God’s gifts. Thus the ceremony becomes a sacrifice of praise.”
- Apology of the Augsburg Confession 

Article XXIV, The Mass
 “…as in the case of baptism, we shall first learn what is of greatest importance, namely, that the chief thing is God’s Word and ordinance or command. It was not dreamed up or invented by some mere human being but was instituted by Christ without anyone’s counsel or deliberation. Therefore, just as the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Creed retain their nature and value even if you never keep, pray or believe them, so also does this blessed sacrament remain unimpaired and inviolate even if we use it or handle it unworthily. Do you think God cares so much about our faith and conduct that he would permit them to affect his ordinance?

 - The Large Catechism, Fifth Part: The Sacrament of the Altar

 “…the sacrament is bread and wine, but not mere bread and wine such as is served at the table. Rather, it is bread and wine set within God’s Word and bound to it.”
- The Large Catechism, Fifth Part: The Sacrament of the Altar

“We maintain that the bread and the wine in the Supper are the true body and blood of Christ, and are given and received not only by the godly, but also by wicked Christians. And we maintain that no one should distribute only one kind in the sacrament. For we do not need that high art [specious wisdom] which is to teach us that under the one kind there is as much as under both, as the sophists and the Council of Constance teach. For even if it were true that there is as much under one as under both, yet the one kind only is not the entire ordinance and institution as established and commanded by Christ. And we especially condemn and in God's name execrate those who not only omit both forms but also quite autocratically [tyrannically] prohibit, condemn, and slander the distribution of both kinds as heresy. Thereby they exalt themselves against and above Christ, our Lord and God…As regards transubstantiation, we care nothing about the sophistical subtlety by which they teach that bread and wine leave or lose their own natural substance, and that there remain only the appearance and color of bread, and not true bread. For it is in perfect agreement with Holy Scriptures that there is, and remains, bread, as Saint Paul himself indicates, [1 Cor. 10.16: “the bread which we break”] and [1 Cor. 11.28: “Let him so eat of that bread.”]
- The Smalcald Articles 3.6 

Concerning the Sacrament of the Altar
